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Honeylocust Canker

Honeylocust trees with crown dieback may be infected with 
a canker-causing fungus called Thyronectria.  This fungus has 
adapted to the West’s arid environment.  Spores can survive 
for months in hot and dry conditions, and moisture is not 

necessary to 
cause new 
infections
Often the 
fungus 
may be 
introduced 
through a 
small wound 
caused by 
sunscald.   
Cankers can 
be annual, 
meaning the 
fungus grows 
for one year 
and then 
dies, or 
they can be 
perennial, 
where the 
fungus stops 
growing for 
the winter, and resumes growth each spring.  Annual cankers 
are usually more aggressive, and can girdle large limbs or even 
the main trunk.  

The surface of cankered bark will look different from healthy 
bark:  water-soaked in appearance, and orange to tan in color.  
The canker can be further identified by eruptions of black 
fruiting bodies through the lenticels on the margins of the 
canker.  

Any dead or dying limbs should be removed to help prevent 
spread.  Prune in dry weather only, and sterilize tools between 
cuts.  

Notice the off-color bark (lower arrow), open 
bark showing center of canker (left arrow) and 
fruiting bodies on lenticels (upper arrow)



March 1 -  Thursday,  June 4

County Location GDD (50)
Box Elder Perry 579

Tremonton 516
Cache North Logan 399

Providence 434

Smithfield 376

Carbon Price 520
Spring Glen 569

Davis Kaysville 543
Salt Lake Holladay 614

West Valley City 618
Tooele Erda 578

Grantsville 782

Tooele 580

County Location GDD (50)

Utah Alpine 531

Genola 615
Lincoln Point 532
Orem 575
Payson 577
Provo 726
Santaquin 565

Uintah Vernal 531
Weber Pleasant View 546

Upcoming Monitoring/Insect Activity

Pest Host Plants Degree Day Timing (base 50) Indicator Plant

Elm leafminer elm Adults active at 215-240 flowering dogwood full bloom

Pine needle scale two-needled pines 
(mugo, Scotch) 1st gen. crawlers:  300-450 kousa dogwood begin bloom

Elm leaf beetle elms, zelkova Larvae hatching at 363-530 weigela full bloom

Oystershell scale many deciduous trees 1st gen. crawlers:  363-707 beautybush full bloom

Black vine weevil many deciduous 
shrubs

Adult feeding (“notching”) leaves:  
400-900 DD ---

Bronze birch borer paper birch Adults emerge and lay eggs:  440-800 kousa dogwood full bloom

Cottonwood leaf beetle Populus sp. 2nd generation larvae:  500 kousa dogwood full bloom

Arborvitae leaf miner arborvitae 2nd generation larvae:  533-700 arrowwood viburnum first bloom

Degree Days and Pest Monitoring Timeline
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Current Growing Degree Days (base 50)
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pesticides are labeled with ingredients, instructions, and risks.  The pesticide ap-
plicator is legally responsible for proper use.  USU makes no endorsement of the 
products listed herein.
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