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Treatment:  two sprays of spinosad (Conserve, Entrust, Ferti-
Lome, Monterey, etc.), spaced 1-2 weeks apart

Ash Plant Bug

Damage from plant bugs, including ash plant bug, is starting to 
show up on ash and sycamore.  Nymphs hatched a few weeks 
ago, and are pale green with red eyes.  Within a few weeks, 
they will have developed into adults, and mated females will 
deposit eggs in small holes that they drill in twigs.  Then the 
second generation begins a week later.  They will continue to 
feed and develop until fall.  

All plant bugs feed on the undersides of leaves, causing a yel-
lowed stippling pattern on the leaves.  Black dots (excrement) 
are associated with plant bug feeding.  Ash plant bug damage is 
usually not severe enough to warrant a treatment.  

Sycamore anthracnose
New infections of sycamore anthracnose were observed in 
Salt Lake County this week.  Expect sycamore anthracnose to 
be widespread this year, given the cool, wet conditions during 
leaf emergence this spring. 

Anthracnose is caused by a fungus (Apiognomonia sp.) that at-
tacks twigs, branches, leaves, and buds.  It causes small cankers 
to form on twigs, where overwintering spores serve as in-
oculum for the springtime infections.  Look for blotching and 
wilting of terminal leaves.  Trees that are repeatedly infected 
will have “witches’ brooms” where terminal buds have been 
killed, forcing latent buds to emerge. Sycamores will produce a 
new set of leaves after a heavy infestation, but new infections 
can occur during the summer.

Control is not warranted except for high-value trees as 
this disease does not kill trees.  General sanitation (raking, 
pruning) and maintenance of tree health are usually all that is 
necessary in management. 

Treatment:  Fungicide sprays (chlorothalonil (Applause,
Initiate), copper (Bonide, Champ, C-O-C-S, Kocide,
Nu-Cop), mancozeb (Junction)) must have been started be-
fore budbreak, and continued according to the product label 
until leaves are fully expanded.  Trunk injections (thiabenda-
zole (Arbotect), and propiconazole (Alamo, Fathom, Kestrel)) 
in fall or spring can work very well, but are expensive.
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March 1 -  Thursday,  May 21

County Location GDD (50)
Box Elder Perry 346

Tremonton 307
Cache North Logan 222

Providence 234

Smithfield 205

Carbon Price 357
Spring Glen 376

Davis Kaysville 336
Salt Lake Holladay 380

West Valley City 377
Tooele Erda 346

Grantsville 494

Tooele 350

County Location GDD (50)

Utah Alpine 346

Genola 413
Lincoln Point 332
Orem 354
Payson 378
Provo 488
Santaquin 368

Uintah Vernal 354
Weber Pleasant View 322

Upcoming Monitoring/Insect Activity

Pest Host Plants Degree Day Timing (base 50) Indicator Plant

Cankerworm many deciduous trees Egg hatch at 150-290 tatarian honeysuckle, red 
horsechestnut

Birch leafminer birch Mines visible at 190-290 flowering dogwood full bloom

Elm leafminer elm Adults active at 215-240 flowering dogwood full bloom

Pine needle scale two-needled pines 
(mugo, Scotch) 1st gen. crawlers:  300-450 kousa dogwood begin bloom

Elm leaf beetle elms, zelkova Larvae hatching at 363-530 weigela full bloom

Oystershell scale many deciduous trees 1st gen. crawlers:  363-707 beautybush full bloom

Black vine weevil many deciduous 
shrubs

Adult feeding (“notching”) leaves:  
400-900 DD ---

Bronze birch borer paper birch Adults emerge and lay eggs:  440-800 kousa dogwood full bloom

Cottonwood leaf beetle Populus sp. 2nd generation larvae:  500 kousa dogwood full bloom

Degree Days and Pest Monitoring Timeline
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Current Growing Degree Days (base 50)

Utah State University is an affirmative action/equal opportunity institution.

Precautionary Statement:  Utah State University Extension and its employ-
ees are not responsible for the use, misuse, or damage caused by application 
or misapplication of products or information mentioned in this document.  All 
pesticides are labeled with ingredients, instructions, and risks.  The pesticide ap-
plicator is legally responsible for proper use.  USU makes no endorsement of the 
products listed herein.
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