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Parasitic Wasps
There are thousands of species of parasitic wasps, attacking 
eggs, larvae, and pupae of almost all species of insects.  In gen-
eral, the adult wasp lays her eggs inside or on the chosen in-
sect’s life stage, and the wasp develops to an adult, feeding on 
the host body.  One of the most well known egg parasitoids 
is the tiny Trichogramma, which parasitizes eggs of hundreds of 
species of insects including moths and butterflies.  

A possible species of Trissolcus ovipositing into 
stinkbug eggs.  Parasitized eggs will turn dark.

This wasp is in the family Ichneumonidae.  
These wasps are either an internal or external 
parasite of larvae or pupae of beetles, 
caterpillars, and other wasps.  

Note the long ovipositor; some 
species lay eggs in wood/cane-boring 
larvae through the plant tissue

A raspberry grower found several raspberry 
horntail larvae parasitized by both internal and 
external parasites.  See arrows.

Aphids that are big and puffy have been 
parasitized by a wasp that lays her eggs 
inside the living aphid.  The adult wasp chews 
a hole through the “mummified” aphid to 
exit.  Mummies can be black (parasitized by 
aphelinids) or tan (parasitized by aphidiids).
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